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Frequently Asked Questions 
 

Is the eCR implementation for sending test data only and not production data? 
The timeline is in preparation for Meaningful Use Stage 3. Those milestones and expectations would be applicable 
here.  
 

Must eCR implementation sites have prior experience in public health pilot projects for eCR? 
There are some public health agencies that have been participating in eCR pilot projects using RCKMS. While it is 
not a pre-requisite, applicants with that experience will likely have many of the characteristics sought for eCR 
implementation sites facilitated by the Digital Bridge initiative. See the Digital Bridge eCR initial implementation 
site selection process document for additional details.  

 
Existing state laws, rules, and agreements would not support release of protected health 
information beyond the state public health agency. How will the eCR implementations 
comply with patient privacy and public health reporting regulations?  
The Digital Bridge initiative is committed to information sharing between health care and public health that is 
consistent with patient privacy protections and public health reporting requirements. Electronic case reports 
include protected health information that moves from the health care provider setting to AIMS and then to the 
jurisdictional public health department if it matches jurisdictional reporting criteria. It is anticipated that AIMS will 
be acting on behalf of the health care provider as it facilitates reporting of public health cases to STLT agencies per 
STLT reporting criteria. A goal of the Digital Bridge project is to ensure that the right agreements are in place 
between the health care provider, AIMS and the public health agency. The project management office will provide 
guidance on those agreements through the implementation process. 
 
Processes related to case notifications from STLT agencies to CDC are outside the scope of the eCR 
implementations described in this opportunity.   

 
Who should serve as the lead in coordinating and submitting the site application? 
Any one of the three bodies that join to create a site (i.e., the health care delivery system, health data provider or 
the public health agency) can coordinate the process as long as only one unified application is submitted. 

 
Can health information exchanges (HIEs) participate in the Digital Bridge? 
We will consider applications that include an HIE. There could be an HIE between the AIMS platform and the 
health care provider and/or an HIE between the AIMS platform and the public health agency.  

 
Will Digital Bridge provide any funding to implementation sites? 
Selected sites are expected to provide in-kind contributions for implementations. The Digital Bridge governance 
body and project management office will provide technical assistance, but direct funding to selected sites is 
currently not available.    
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What agreements are needed to send production data to AIMS? 
The Digital Bridge legal and regulatory workgroup is working on defining what agreements will be needed. There 
will need to be agreements in place between health care providers and AIMS, and between AIMS and the public 
health agency. The project management office will continue to provide guidance as the project progresses. It is 
anticipated that AIMS will be acting on behalf of the health care provider as it facilitates case reporting to STLT 
public health agencies. 
 

If we want to participate but our system doesn’t receive all the conditions prioritized for 
implementation, may we opt out of those conditions? 
It is important to understand how well the eCR infrastructure developed by the Digital Bridge partners works for 
the conditions chosen; therefore, sites that encounter those conditions and are prepared to process electronic 
case reports for them will be prioritized for selection.   
 

Will Digital Bridge consider applications that include a local and state public health agency as 
a single implementation site? 
Yes, we will consider an application with multiple public health agencies as long as there is a health care delivery 
system and data provider as well. 
 

Will Digital Bridge consider applications that have more than one health care provider or data 
provider? 
Yes, we will consider an application with multiple health care providers or data providers as long as there is a 
public health agency as well.  

 
Would a partnership with a regional health information exchange qualify as a health system 
partner? 
Sites interested in joining the Digital Bridge collaboration to implement eCR need to include a public health agency, 
a health care provider and a health data provider (that is, the provider's EHR vendor or HIE). 
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